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CALL 911 TO REPORT A FIRE !

There has been sone confusion as to what energency nunber should be called
to report a fire. Bergheim VFD is dispatched through the Kendall County
system therefore, 911 should be called for all enmergencies in our area
When a call is made to 911, the caller’s address is used to determ ne which
energency services are to be di spatched and from whi ch departnment. Al though
the dispatcher has area maps, there are new honmes, and in sone cases new
streets, so it helps to give as specific informati on about your |ocation as
possi bl e.

SAVE THE DATE: ANHALT BARBEQUE & AUCTI ON SCHEDULED FOR SEPT 25

Put the evening of Saturday, Septenber 25, on your calendars for our Fourth
Annual BVFD Bar beque, Dance & Auction Fundraiser at Anhalt. Come enjoy a
meal , the nusic, and multiple auctions to support your local fire fighters.
A newsletter will be in the mail during the sumrer detailing this year’s
pl ans.

FIRE CH EF S REPORT from Chief Jeff Hoffstadt

Ber gheim VFD continues to grow. we now have 19 fire fighters, and several
junior nenbers, who have devoted their tinme and efforts towards bettering
our conmunity. We officially went into service on June 1, 2009; that was
also the day of our first response to a brush fire. Since that date, we
have been summoned 113 tines to respond to energency incidents in our area.
Qur response area covers over 51 square niles and includes 16 subdivisions,
not to nention the H ghway 46 and FM 3155 corri dors. Qur volunteers are
neeting every Tuesday evening to train and expand their know edge base;
since June 1, 2009, we have logged 53 training sessions that resulted in
1525 hours of training! No doubt, our volunteers are dedicated to
“protecting our hones in the hills”.

Qur new brush truck is now in service, providing our volunteers the capacity
to deliver an attack on any brush fire, in alnost any kind of terrain, with
just two fire fighters onboard. Additionally, we just ordered a 1250 gall on
punper/tanker which is scheduled to be delivered this sumer. Wth this

addi tional truck, our capacity is further enhanced. This recent purchase
will give our departnment a total of four vehicles in which to respond to an
emer gency.

Your generous donations of equipnent and noney are providing us with the
tools we need in order to better serve you. W are deeply grateful. As we
continue to grow, we are striving to be better prepared to respond to the
community needs. W have a bright future and a dedicated work force. Thank
you for everything you do to nmake our community a safer place to live.

MONTHLY PRI ORI TY NEEDS

W continually seek funding through donations, grants, fund raisers and
| oans to hel p purchase nmuch needed itens. W now have taken out $300,000 in



| oans to purchase the two new trucks, and your donations help pay off these
| oans.

Qur inportant equipnment needs continue, and you can directly help us
purchase itenms. Chief Hoffstadt has begun designating a nunber of urgently
needed items as “Mounthly Priority Needs”, and we are asking specific
donations from those in the comunity to purchase these itens for the
Depart nment .

For instance, the January Priority Needs were two Backboards with Straps
used to inmmobilize a patient to prevent further injury or for transport. The
Kendal I Wods Homeowners’ Association has donated funds for one of the

Backboar ds. The February Priority Needs were two Firefighting “Indian
Packs”, 5-gallon backpack water dispensing units used to drown “hot spots”
encountered during a brush fire. M ke and Cathy Spell donated one Indian

Pack, and Janette and David Reaner donated the other in honor of Murti and
Karl GCebert.

The following Priority Needs are awaiting donations for purchasing. Contact
J. W Pieper at 830-336-3241 if you would like to donate to purchase any of
these itens for the Departnent. Donations can also be in the form of a
nmenorial or in honor of an individual or group. The full Priority Needs I|ist
is published on the BVFD website, ww. Berghei nWFD.org. All donations are tax
deducti bl e.

| TEM Qry COST DESCRI PTI ON
Mar ch Port abl e ABC 1 $300 A portable ABC extinguisher wll
Fire put out all classes of fires and
Exti ngui sher is often nore efficient at

extinguishing certain fires than
sprayi ng water on the flanes.

April Firefighter 10 | $140/pair | These garnments are made of flame
Coveralls retardant material and protect
the fire fighter from hot enbers

and ash.
May Firefighter 10 | $55/pair | These gloves are a part of a
d oves firefighter’s bunker gear and

are essential for protecting a
fire fighter’s hands from hot

mat eri al s.

June Chai n Saw 1 $300-500 | Chain saws are for everything
from cutting |inbs and branches
to cutting holes in wooden
r oof t ops.

July Snoke Ej ector 1 $700 These fans are used to exhaust

Fan snoke and heat from a structure

to help inprove visibility and
reduce heat.

FI RE STATI ON USE

Any groups (see requirenents below) in our Jlocal area interested in
scheduling a neeting/event at the fire station should contact T. J. Garcia,
our new Buil ding Manager at emmil TJGarci a4d9@vtc.com The fire station may
be wused by non-profit, educational, and comunity-service groups, or
hone/ property owner associ ati ons, whose purpose is to provide information to
the local community. The fire station is not available for private social
gatherings, for non-fire departnment noney raising, conmercial purposes, for
religious services or cerenonies, or for the benefit of private individuals
or conmerci al concerns.


http://www.bergheimvfd.org/
mailto:TJGarcia49@gvtc.com

Qur goal, to use the facility for civic and community events, has received
many positive responses. Several Property Oamner Associ ations have held their
meetings at the fire station. It has also served as a voting | ocation, scout
troop and nature club neeting place, a flu shot clinic, a place for school
board debates, and, nore recently, a BVFD taco breakfast fund raiser.

ANDREAS ENGEL — BEFORE BERGHEIM By Bryden Mon

Many of you know that Andreas Engel was the founder of Bergheim a status
conferred on himwhen he petitioned for a post office. H s nanme of Bergheim
German for Hone in the Hlls, was accepted along with his postal conm ssion
in 1901. VWhat many mght not know is that the handsome rock store,
established in 1903, was not his first. In 1890, he obtained |land from
Casper Suel tenfuss, which was located 5 mles north of Bergheimand situated
on the Guadal upe River, and here is where he lived for ten years. H s son,
Alfred, wote that he really settled in after he married Eva Bechtold in
1891, “..noved to their hone on the Guadal upe. - 3
Soon after this Andreas built a two-room store
about half way between the river and the top of
the hill.” Hs barn (picture right) is the
only building left fromhis old Guadal upe site.
Yet anchored on one end is a sturdy rock room
with a second floor. Could this be the two-
room store? Several speculate it is. Wy is
this barn the only structure left? During the
early 1960s a fire broke out in the old Engel house. Wthout the assistance
of a volunteer fire department, the area neighbors who gathered were
hel pl ess to do much.

MESSAGE FROM YOUR BOARD PRESI DENT

Now t hat the New Year is well upon us, we have been bl essed with anple rains
that have highly reduced the risk of brush fires in and around our Hill
Country comunity. Those of you who are long tine residents, as well those
who are new to our conmunity, have witnessed how Mot her Nature can deal out
a variety of weather conditions. For that reason our volunteer fire fighters
nmust be ready and equi pped to respond in any kind of weather or energency.
It is our comritnment to always provide the proper resources and high levels
of training so as to ensure peace of mnd to all the nenbers of our
comuni ty.

As a Board we have worked to oversee the early developnent of this fine
departnment. Qur officers and directors have given of thenselves for a cause
that has now becone a reality in our conmmunity. Qur continued conmtnent as
a Board is to establish a clear direction into the future that nakes our
department a pivotal asset in this area. For that reason, the follow ng
comm ttees have been creat ed:

e Building Facility Manager , responsible for schedul i ng and
mai nt enance

e Community Coordinator Chair, responsible for sending information to
subdi vi si ons covered by BVFD

e Public Relations Chair, responsible for keeping the general public
i nf ormed

e Gounds and Landscaping Chair, responsible for |andscaping the
property

e Gant Research Chair, who searches for financial resources

e Fund Raising Chair, who gathers conmunity support for events



W hope you concur with this vital plan and invite you

to share your

t houghts and comments with us. Meanwhil e, don’t hesitate to drop by and
visit the facility to learn how to beconme nore involved with your Bergheim

VED.
Thank you for your support,
Tom Laurin, Board President
And from your Board:

Ken West Vi ce-President Stanley Jones
J. W Pieper Tr easurer Nal ga Mebane
Dave Ki bl er Secretary Bryden Moon
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